


SEX AND THE CITY: Anita George and Northbound.

eyond the. brothel
ELBOURNE

has more live
music venues
than Hobart but
some are more

lively than
others, as singer-songwriter
Anita George discovered."Thefirstcoupleofgigswedid(aftermovingtoMelbournefrom
Hobart in 2003) were pretty
dodgy," she said."Thefirstonewasontopofabrothel,whichwedidn'tknowat
the time. 1 actually went in and
thought 'Gosh, this is a really nice
place, carpet and mirrorseverywhere'.Andtheowner'slike
'no, no, don't go in there' and thenwefoundoutwhylateron."

Since then things have pickedupforGeorge,whoworksfourdaysaweekasahumanrights
lawyer, and her blues-folk band
Northbound.

George (vocals, guitar,
harmonica) and Garth Heron
(bass, guitar) began performing
as a duo at pubs, markets and
festivals around Hobart in 2002beforemovingtoVictoriathe
following year "partly for work

and partly for music" and hooking
up with Garth's brother Tristan
Heron (druins) and Daniel
McCracken-Hewson (cello).

"It was good because it kind of
forced us to go to a different
level," George said of the movenorth."Whenwegotoverto
Melbourne, there were so manybandsandeveryonewas
competing to get into these
venues. Youjust had to lift yourgameorthere'snowayyouwere
going to get a gig."

Thecompetitivenatureof
Melbourne's live music scene
quickly moulded Northbound into
a tight unit and the band's hard
work began to pay dividends.AswellasbeingagrandfinalistintheprestigiousPBS
Festival of Song at Melbourne's
Corner Hotel and being
showcased during AustralianMusicWeek2005,Georgewasa
grand finalist in the Australian
Busking Championships and the
band got on the 2004 Marion Bay
Falls Festival line-up.

"It all started happening at the
same time," George said. "1 went
part-time (at work) in about July
last year to concentrate on musicandtherewasaperiodwhereitwasabitquiet.Thensuddenlywe
found out about Falls, about
headlining a folk festival in

Victoria and then found out about
[touring] Western Australia - it
all happened at once."

George and Northbound
returned to Hobart in December
for the Falls Festival and also
managed to squeeze in gigs at the
Cygnet Folk Festival and the
Republic Bar.ThedebutCDShootingforthe
Moon is now being mastered and
is scheduled for release next
month'. Before heading out on the
road around Australia to promote
the album; Anita George and
Garth and Tristan Heron return
to Hobart to support The CamelsattheRepublicBarinNorthHobartonMay27.Ticketsare$5
for adults and $3 concession at
the door. KANEYOUNG



HomestatebeckonsforbandA

LTHOUGH

tOOy're based in
Melbourne
these clays, the

members of the Anita
George Band still
proudly call themselves
a Tasmanian band.

"We're originally fromTassieandwestillcome
~often to play,"
singer Anita George
said.

"Tassie's still probably
our favourite place toplay.MumandDadalwayscomealongandMumalwaysgetsouton
thedancefloar."

The blues-folk band
started out as a duo in
2002, George pairing up
with guitarist Garth
Heron. ."..

They later moved to
Melbourne and were
joined by Heron's
brother Tristan Heron
on drums and Melbourne
local Daniel McCracken-
Hewfon on cello.

George said the
MeJbourne music scenewasquitedifferentfrom
Hobart, with astronger

emphasis on original
music.

"We've played in cover

bands before, in Tassie
you have to play a lot of
cover songs to support
yourself and squeeze in a
few originals wherever
you can," she said.

"But it's the exact
opposite in Melbourne,
you're ~to do
mainly original stuff
because audiences don't
want to hear covers."AndMeJboume
audiences are dot more

reserved. they tend to
just sit and listen, while
in Tassie they want to
get up and dance."TheAnitaGeorge
Band are supporting

Epicure for both of theirRepublicBargigson
August 19 and 20 and
are using the
opportunity to launchtheirnewCDShooting
for tire Moon, with all
original music.ThenewCDwas
financed by the sales of
the group's earlier EP.

George said the bandwasexcitedtobe
supporting Epicure,

having played after
them at last year'sFalls
Festival.

"After they finished

ORIGINAL:AnitaGeorge,right,.andherband.
plaYing they had 1000

people in the a~ncebutbythetimewegot
out there they'd .allgone
to see Spiderb,ut and
Xavier Rood," she
laughed. "But this time
we've got the audience
captive."

TIMMARTAlN



l Spending time on The River improves flow

M

AKINGherlatestEP
has been a learning

.

processforformer
Tasmanian singer-

songwriter Anita George and part
of that process has been learning tolistentoherownmusicwithout
being overly critical.

George has been busy in
Melbourne with her band
Northbound, working on a newfive-trackEPofhersultryblues-folkmusic.TheEPistentatively
called The River and is scheduled

for release in July.
"It's the first time I've actually

really enjoyed listening to one of
our CDs," she said.

"Normally I've been really
critical, I can't really listen toanythingwe'vedonem~epastbut
this one has got cello aniflap steel
guitar and is a really~coustic
recording. It's quite oryrmic."

GeorgesaidrecordingTheRiverwasastepupfromherband's
previous efforts, the NorthboundEPandthealbumShootingforthe
Moon.

"We're learning what it's
important to focus on and learning
to spend a lot of time on the
recor!ling," she said. "Often I'm
quite impatient and just want to
get it done and-get it out there. ThistimeI'vespentsixmonths
intensively trying to get the
recording right and putting a lot of
detail into it."Everytimewedoonewelearna
little bit more."

Before heading offon a tour ofAustralia'seastcoastwith
Australian finger-style guitarchampionDaleWillis,Anita
George returns to play at theRepublicBarinNorthHobartfrom
8.30pm on Sunday along with-,

DanielMcCrackenHewsononcelloandJedRoweonlapsteelguitar.
Entry is free.George,whoworksasahuman
rights lawyer by day, is also in the
process of organising a benefit
concert to be held on AsylumSeekerIndependenceDay(ASID)
in August. The concert has
attracted the support of JeffLang,TZU,JohnButlerandXavier
Rudd, and will assist asylumseekerswhoholdaBridgingVisaE,whichpreventsthemfrom
working in Australia or getting
access to Medicare and Centrelink
benefits.Anyoneinterestedinsupporting
the benefit gig can learn more from

her website www.anitageorge
.com.au KANEYOUNG

ANITAGEORGE:"NormallyI'vebeenreallycriticaL"




