


ELBOURNE
has more live
music venues
than Hobart but
some are more

. lively than
others, as singer-songwriter
Anita George discovered.

“The first couple of gigs we did
(after moving to Melbourne from
Hobart in 2003) were pretty
dodgy,” she said.

“The first one was on top of a
brothel, which we didn't know at
the time, I actually wentin and
thought ‘Gosh, this is a really nice
place, carpet and mirrors
everywhere', And the owner’s like
‘no, no, don’t go in there’ and then
we found out why later on.”

Since then things have picked
up for George, who works four
days a week as a human rights
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Beyond the brothel

lawyer, and her blues-folk band
Northbound.

George (vocals, guitar,
harmonica) and Garth Heron
(bass, guitar) began performing
as a duo at pubs, markets and
festivals around Hobart in 2002
before moving to Victoria the
following year “partly for work
and partly for music” and hooking
up with Garth’s brother Tristan
Heron (drums) and Daniel
McCracken-Hewson (cello).

“It was good because it kind of
forced us to go to a different
level,” George said of the move
north. “When we got over to
Melbourne, there were so many
bands and everyone was
competing to get into these
venues. You just had to lift your
game or there’s no way you were

going to get a gig.”

The competitive nature of
Melbourne’s live music scene
quickly moulded Northbound into
a tight unit and the band’s hard
work began to pay dividends.

Aswell as being a grand
finalist in the prestigious PBS
Festival of Song at Melbourne’s
Corner Hotel and being
showcased during Australian
Music Week 2005, George was a
grand finalist in the Australian
Busking Championships and the
band got on the 2004 Marion Bay
Falls Festival line-up.

“It all started happening at the
same time,” George said. “I went

art-time (at work) in about July

ast year to concentrate on music
and there was a period where it
was a bit quiet. Then suddenly we
found out about Falls, about
headlining a folk festival in

Victoria and then found out about
[touring] Western Australia — it
all happened at once.”

George and Northbound
returned to Hobart in December
for the Falls Festival and also
managed to squeeze in gigs at the
Cygnet Folk Festival and the
Republic Bar.

The debut CD Shooting for the
Moon is now being mastered and
is scheduled for release next
month. Before heading out on the
road around Australia to promote
the album, Anita George and
Garth and Tristan Heron return
to Hobart to support The Camels
at the Republic Bar in North
Hobart on May 27. Tickets are $5
for adults and $3 concession at
the door.

KANE YOUNG



Home

LTHOUGH
they’re based in
Melbourne
these days, the

members of the Anita
George Band still
proudly call themselves
a Tasmanian band.

“We're originally from
Tassie and we still come
back often to play,”
singer Anita George
said.

“T'assie’s still probably
our favourite place to
play. Mum and Dad
always come along and
Mum always gets out on
the dance floor.”

The blues-folk band
started out as a duoin
2002, George pairing up
with guitarist Garth
Heron. -

They later moved to
Melbourne and were
joined by Heron’s
brother Tristan Heron
on drums and Melbourne
local Daniel McCracken-
Hewfon on cello.

George said the
Melbourne musie scene
was quite different from
Hobart, with a stronger
emphasis on original
music.

“We've played in cover

state beckons for band

bands before, in Tassie
you have to play a lot of
cover songs to support
yourself and squeezeina
few originals wherever
you can,” she said.

“Butit’s the exact
opposite in Melbourne,
you're expected todo
mainly original stuff
because audiences don’t
want to hear covers.

“And Melbourne
audiences are a lot more
reserved, they tend to
just sit and listen, while
in Tassie they want to
get up and dance.”

The Anita George
Band are supporting
Epicure for both of their
Republic Bar gigson
August 19and 20 and
are using the
oppertunity to launch
their new CD Shooting
for the Moon, with all
original music.

The new CD was
financed by the sales of
the group’s earlier EP.

George said the band
was excited to be
supporting Epicure,

ving played after

them at last year’s Falls :

Festival.
“After they finished
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playing they had 1000
people in the audience
but by the time we got
out there they'd all gone
to see Spiderbait and
Xavier Rudd,” she
laughed. “But this time
we've got the audience
captive.”

TIM MARTAIN




'Spending time on

p~ AKING her latest EP
% /1 hasbeenalearning
l process for former
Tasmanian singer-

songwriter Anita George and part
of that process has been learning to
listen to her own music without
being overly critical.

George has been busy in
Melbourne with her band
Northbound, working on a new
five-track EP of her sultry blues-
folk music. The EP is tentatively
called The River and is scheduled
for release in July.

“It’s the first time I've actually
really enjoyed listening to one of
our CDs,” she said.

“Normally I've been really
critical, I can’t really listen to
anything we've done in the past but
this oneias got cello and lap steel
guitar and is a really goad acoustic
recording. It’s quite organic.”

George said recording The River
was a step up from her band’s
previous efforts, the Northbound
EP and the album Shooting for the
Moon.

“We're learning what it's
important to focus on and learning
to spend a lot of time on the
recording,” she said. “Often I'm
quite impatient and just want to
get it done and-get it out there. This
time I've spent six months
intensively trying to get the
recording right and putting a lot of
detail into it.

“Every time we do one we learn a
little bit more.”

Before heading off on a tour of
Australia’s east coast with
Australian finger-style guitar
champion Dale Willis, Anita
George returns to play at the
Republic Bar in North Hobart from
8.30pm on Sunday along with

The River improves flow

Daniel McCracken Hewson on cello
and Jed Rowe on lap steel guitar.
Entry is free.

George, who works as a human
rights lawyer by day, is also in the
process of organising a benefit
concert to be held on Asylum
Seeker Independence Day (ASID)
in August. The concert has
attracted the support of Jeff Lang,
TZU, John Butler and Xavier
Rudd, and will assist asylum
seekers who hold a Bridging Visa
E, which prevents them from
working in Australia or getting
access to Medicare and Centrelink
benefits.

Anyone interested in supporting
the benefit gig can learn more from
her website www.anitageorge
.com.au

KANE YOUNG

ANITA GEORGE: "Normally I've been really critical."’
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